Why the Plagues?

First of all: Why the plagues? Before anything has happened, God says
to Moses, ‘You know they won’t do any good, they won’t accomplish
anything, because along with the plagues I am going to harden
Pharaoh's heart; but when the contest of the firstborn comes, that’ll be
it!” Why the plagues? Why does God bring the Egyptians through this
long, drawn-out series of calamities? 1f it is the contest of the firstborn
that is going to bring home the bacon, well why the large frogs, lice...
and all the others? I suggest to you the answer is this: because God is
giving us here an object lesson, a full spelling out of the fact that he
ever mingles forbearance with his judgment. He doesn't spring
catastrophic judgment upon people. He approaches them with gentler,
less disastrous judgement. He allows the cock to crow in their ears, if
perchance they would hear the crowing of the cock and would heed the
word of God. And when that fails, well he’ll try again. And in all he will
try nine times, so that when the judgment comes it has been
established beyond doubt that here is a people set in its opposition to
God and unwilling to hear his word. He will only bring in judgment
when forbearance has been exhausted.
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