The Surrender to Secularism
There 1s no longer a Christian mind.

It is commonplace that the mind of modern man has been secularized.
For instance, it has been deprived of any orientation towards the
supernatural. Tragic as this fact is, it would not be so desperately tragic
had the Christian mind held out against the secular drift. But
unfortunately the Christian mind has succumbed to the secular drift with
a degree of weakness and nervelessness unmatched in Christian history.
It is difficult to do justice in words to the complete loss of intellectual
morale in the twentieth-century Church. One cannot characterize it
without having recourse to language which will sound hysterical and
melodramatic.

There is no longer a Christian mind. There is still, of course, a Christian
ethic, a Christian practice, and the Christian spirituality. As a moral
being, the modern Christian subscribes to a code other than that of the
non-Christian. As a member of the Church, he understands obligations
and observations ignored by the non-Christian. As a spiritual being, in
prayer and meditation, he strives to cultivate a dimension of life
unexplored by the non-Christian. But as a thinking being, the modern
Christian has succumbed to secularization. He accepts religion - its
morality, 1its worship, its spiritual culture; but he rejects the religious
view of life, the view which sets all earthly issues within the context of
the eternal, the view which relates all human problems - social, political,
cultural - to the doctrinal foundations of the Christian Faith, the view
which sees all things here below in terms of God's supremacy and the
earth's transitoriness, in terms of Heaven and Hell.

(The Christian Mind: How Should A Christian Think? by Harry
Blamires, Ann Arbor, Michigan: Servant Publications, 1978 [1963], 3-4;
From Chapter 1: The Surrender to Secularism)

ecclesiasticalresearches.com



