The Grace of God

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world: Looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”

(Titus 2:11-13).

These three verses contain one of the neglected truths of the Bible. Probably no
other passage in all of God's Word so completely summarizes the subject of
Christian conduct. It does seem strange that this truth should be so neglected in
a day when emphasis is placed on “practical Christianity” rather than doctrine.
Unfortunately much so called practical Christianity is not the kind spoken of in
these verses...

All impartation of spiritual truth, all instruction, all reproof, all admonition, all
exhortation, and all chastening are elements of the discipline by grace...

It is therefore fundamental to recognize that all teaching of righteous living, to
be effective, must not be grounded in law, but in grace. Any appeal for godliness,
not related to grace is based on a false premise.

To reject the law as a teacher is not to say that there are no standards set for
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Christian conduct. Grace also sets standards but these are on a much higher
g
plane. Those of the law are on a high human plane; those of grace on a divine
plane. Furthermore, grace supplies that which is needed to live according to these
ideals...

(J. F. Strombeck, Disciplined by Grace: Studies in Christian Conduct, Moline,
Illinois: Strombeck Agency, Inc., 1946, 7, 9, 11; Excerpt from Chapter 1, Grace
Teaching Us)



