
The Gathering of the Elect 
 
 
Mark 13:27  And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of 
the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.  
 
 
The Gathering of All The Elect From The Whole World. Augustine: 
That he will gather his elect from the four winds means from the 
whole world. For Adam himself, as I have shown, signifies in 
Greek the whole world, with the four letters (A,D,A,M). As the 
Greeks think of these matters, the four quarters of the world have 
these initial letters, Anatole (east), Dysis (west), Arktos (north), 
and Mesembria (south). Adam after the fall has been scattered 
over the whole world. He was in one place, but fell, and as if 
crushed in tiny pieces, his progeny filled the whole world. But the 
mercy of God is gathering together the fragments from every side 
and is forging them together by the fire of love, and making one 
what was pulverized. That incomparable artist knew just how to 
do this. So let no one despair. This indeed is a great work of art. 
But reflect upon who the artist is. The very one who made shall 
restore. The one who formed, shall reform. Where finally shall we 
come to know righteousness and truth? He will gather together 
his elect with him to the judgment, and the rest will be separated 
out. 
 
(Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (New Testament II: 
Mark), Thomas C. Oden and Christopher A. Hall, Eds; Thomas C. 
Oden, General Ed., Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVasity Press, 
1998, 188) 


