The Corruptions, Cruelties, and Assumptions of Rome

Innocent Il claimed also the right to dispense with both civil and
canon law when he pleased, and to decide cases by the plenitude of
his own inherent power. He dispensed also with the obligation of
promises made on oaths, undermining thus the force of contracts
and treaties. The military power of the Papacy dates also from this
man, as the crusades had left him in possession of an army.
Systematic persecution of so-called heretics began also in this
pontificate. The corruptions, cruelties, and assumptions of the
Papacy had become so intolerable, that protests were making
themselves heard in many quarters. It was felt these must be silenced
at any cost, and a wholesale slaughter of heretics was commenced
with a view to their extermination. The Inquisition was founded, the
Albigenses and Waldenses were murderously persecuted, and
superstition and tyranny were at their height. From this century
Papal persecution of the witnesses for the truth never ceased until
the final establishment of Protestantism at the end of the seventeenth
century.

In A.D. 1294 Boniface VIII became pope, and by his superior audacity
he threw into the shade even Innocent III. He deserves to be
designated the most usurping of mankind, as witness his celebrated
bull Unam Sanctam. In this document the full claims of the Papacy
come out. We have noted several ever-increasing stages of Papal
assumption already, but now we reach the climax — the claim which,
if it were a true one, would abundantly justify all the rest; we reach
the towering pinnacle and topmost peak of human self-exaltation.
What was the claim of Boniface VIII? It was that THE POPE
REPRESENTS GOD ON EARTH.

(Romanism and the Reformation: From the Standpoint of Prophecy
by Henry Gratton Guinness, 1887, Kindle, Location 207 & 218 of
3317)



