
The Authority of the Bible 
 
 
The Nature of this Authority.—It is a spiritual authority. It is a 
Book of salvation, it is a guide to spiritual safety. It reveals the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Teacher, our Redeemer, and our 
Master; our Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 
Then this authority is supreme. The Bible is supreme over 
reason. It is the light of reason and of human thought. 
Revelation, because it comes from God, cannot possibly 
dishonor reason, which also is from God. Reason is the judge of 
our need of revelation. It examines claims of revelation; but 
once those claims are accepted, reason takes a subordinate 
place, and revelation is supreme. Reason examines, tests, sifts, 
inquires, but the moment it has become convinced that this or 
that comes from God, then, like Joshua of old, it says: “What 
saith my Lord unto his servant?” So, though revelation is 
supreme over reason, reason examines the credentials of 
revelation and then submits to them. Since Christ is our 
Authority, what we need is the rational conviction that the 
Bible is the best form in which his Word reaches us, and then 
we submit to it, and it becomes supreme over our reason and 
life. 
 
(W. H. Griffith Thomas, And God Spake These Words: How We 
Got Our Bible and Why We Believe It Is God's Word, 
Philadelphia: The Sunday School Times Company, 1926, 38-39) 


