The 5th Column

2. To fight the 5th column

Very early in my ministry I realized that the devil is an expert at destroying the church from
within. If you are a good minister, called of God and doing the right things, the devil will have
very little opportunity to fight against you from outside.

Like Jesus said,

...the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.
John 14:30

You will realize that Satan often does not have the occasion to launch deadly attacks against
you from outside. Jesus was saying that though the enemy was coming after Him, he did not
have any grounds to destroy Him. There are many anointed preachers in this same category.
Satan has no basis for which to overcome them so he has to use someone from within. In the
case of Jesus it was a traitor (Judas) whom Satan used.

I recall reading the story of an army general who surrounded a large city with the aim of
conquering it. This city was heavily fortified with a high and imposing wall and gate. The
army general surrounded the city in readiness to attack.

One friend of the general came along and asked him, “Sir, how do you think you are going to
overcome the defenses of this city? No one in recent history has been able to conquer this
great city.”

The army general smiled and said, “It’s my 5th column. I'm depending on them to do the
trick.”

The general’s friend was very interested and asked, “What is this 5th column? I thought you
only had four columns.”

The army general replied, “I do have a 5th column.”

“Oh, I see. Is it a special commando unit or are they airborne paratroopers?” the man asked.
The general laughed, “No, it’s none of these. My 5th column consists of my spies, agents,
friends and supporters who are already within the city. You just wait. They will open those
big gates from within and my armies will rush in.”

This is the only way the enemy can destroy a successful and powerful ministry that is doing
all the right things. It has to come from within. The 5th column comprises the disloyal,

double-faced, double-tongued and discontented people within every ministry. If these people
are allowed to wreak havoc as they so very well can, they will destroy the church.
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