
Seducing Spirits

1 Tim. 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

1 Tim. 4:2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

1 Tim. 4:3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God
hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the
truth.

When Paul wrote to the younger Timothy, a pastor, his own son in the faith . . . he
gave several instructions, admonitions, exhortations, and warnings for the benefit of
this young man finding his way through the temptations, challenges, and opportunities
which are presented to any man desiring to walk with God.

Paul's warnings were clear and distinct with the tone of absolute assurance, that if
heeded, shipwreck would be avoided.

1 Tim. 1:4-20
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord
Jesus Christ, which is our hope;

2 Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou
mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,

4 Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions,
rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do.

5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good
conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

6 From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling;

7 Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof
they affirm.

8 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully;

9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and
disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers,
for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound
doctrine;



11 According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my
trust.

12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me
faithful, putting me into the ministry;

13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.

14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus.

15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.

16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew
forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to
life everlasting.

17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which
went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;

19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning
faith have made shipwreck:

20 Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that
they may learn not to blaspheme.

1 Tim. 4:12-16
12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the
laying on of the hands of the presbytery.

15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may
appear to all.

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.



1 Tim. 5:22
22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep
thyself pure.

1 Tim. 6:1-12
1 Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all
honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.

2 And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are
brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers
of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.

3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;

4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words,
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,

5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing
that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called,
and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

2 Tim. 2:1-5
1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.



5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive
lawfully.

2 Tim. 2:15-26
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.
17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;

18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already;
and overthrow the faith of some.

19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.

20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of
wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.

22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient,

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken
captive by him at his will.

2 Tim. 3:1-12
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.



6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden
with sins, led away with divers lusts,

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men
of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as
theirs also was.

10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, charity, patience,

11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra;
what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.

12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

2 Tim. 4:1-5 1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make
full proof of thy ministry.

Paul wanted to take Timothy to task in the pitfall areas where he had personally
witnessed the demise of others. He took on the tone of a stern father who deeply loved
his own son in the faith. He was not afraid to name the dangers or characterize the
attitudes which would lead to a fall.

It is in this environment of writing that Paul chose to label what the spirit had spoken
expressly (out spokenly, that is, distinctly) . . . "that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing [roving (as a tramp), that is, (by
implication) an impostor or misleader] spirits, and doctrines of devils." Notice the
plural—"spirits."

These roving spirits keep coming around to hitchhike onto every group, region, or
generation of believers and/or preachers.



There are some obvious seductions which Paul warned Timothy about such as
youthful lusts, fables and such like. Every man must guard himself against the
wandering, roving spirits which would appeal to his fleshly nature. Yet, it seems that
seduction on other fronts goes unchecked, unheeded, and under-estimated. We must
also flag those desires which would lead us down the road of satisfying ego, intellect,
power, control, pride, etc.

From the first fall into sin unto John’s definition of what the world uses against us, we
learn that there is just as much an appeal to the "pride of life" as there is to the lust of
the eyes and the lust of the flesh.

1 Jn. 2:15-17
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever.

Could the original temptation in the garden have been just as much a lust to be "in the
know" (make one wise), as it was “good for food” and “pleasant to the eyes”?
Shouldn't we examine our fleshly desires, seeing that the heart is deceitfully wicked,
more carefully in the realm of appeals to higher education, and unlimited access to
information?

There are as many "falling" to ego and intellect centered activities as there is to lust.
There are doctrines of devils which seem to entice the intellectual and gregarious. The
recent wave of purveyors of say, preterism, divine flesh, or neo-phariseeism has
revealed the seductive methods used by these "seducing spirits." They prey upon the
"thinkers" and appeal to the ego by flashing just enough to whet the appetite and
make the prospect feel that he is not "in the know" (it's the "split skirt" of knowledge).

Col. 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit . . .


