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“And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes 

between your brethren, and judge righteously between every man and 

his brother, and the stranger that is with him.”—Deuteronomy 1:16 

 

The rules here laid down, while primarily applicable in the 

administration of law, are, in their spirit and for the most part in 

their letter, equally fitted to guide our private judgments. A 

proneness to judge is condemned by Christ (Matt. 7:1), but His 

rebuke of the censorious spirit is not to be read as forbidding the 

framing of such judgments upon the character, actions, and 

pretensions of others as the circumstances of our position may 

render necessary.  

 

We are called every day of our lives to form, and frequently to 

express, judgments upon men, measures, causes, theories, disputes, 

proposals; judgments as to true and false, right and wrong, wise and 

unwise, expedient and inexpedient. Matters are appealed to us as 

individuals, or as a part of the general community, on which 

judgment is expressly asked.  

 

We must judge that we may know how to act. All this involves the 

possibility of judging rashly; of judging with bias and prejudice; of 

judging so as to do wrong to individuals; of judging so as to injure 

truth and retard progress and improvement. The text teaches us, on 

the contrary… 

 

(Three Hundred Evangelistic Sermon Outlines by Aquilla Webb, 

New York: George H. Doran Company, 1924, e-book, 49, Text and 

Paragraph Structure Modified) 


