Deceptive Philosophies/Worldviews: Communism

As a student at Hope College in Holland, Michigan,
David Noebel attended a chapel service addressing the
topic of communism. The speaker, an Australian medical
doctor named Fred Schwarz, said communism was fast
growing and persuasive because it was religious. It
answered life’s ultimate questions, inspired ardor and
devotion, and gave meaning to people’s lives. It had a
means of winning and discipling converts, as well as a
vision of spreading to the whole world.

Something clicked for Noebel. Maybe the battles of our
age are not first and foremost military battles, but
battles of ideas. And these ideas are compelling because
they are religious. As a Christian preparing for ministry,
Noebel thought Christians ought to understand the
world of ideas in order to not be taken captive by

deceptive philosophies.

(Excerpt from Understanding the Times: A Survey of
Competing Worldviews by Jeff Myers & David A.

Noebel, Manitou Springs, Colorado: Summit Ministries,

Kindle, 2015, 3)



