A Portrait

Let us next inquire, What is this Romanism, or Latin Christianity, as
distinguished from Greek, or Protestant, or any other form of the faith of
Christ? As to its doctrines and practices, we will answer this question later
on in our course of lectures, quoting from its own acknowledged standards.
For the present we must confine ourselves to a consideration of its history.
But before | give you a brief outline of this, | may state that there are three
distinct sets of prophecies of the rise, character, deeds, and doom of
Romanism. The first is found in the book of Daniel, the second in the epistles
of Paul, and the third in the letters and Apocalypse of John; and no one of
these three is complete in itself. It is only by combining their separate
features that we obtain the perfect portrait.

Just as we cannot derive from one gospel a complete life of Christ, but in
order to obtain this must take into account the records in the other three:
so we cannot from one prophecy gather a correct account of antichrist; we
must add to the particulars given in one those supplied by the other two.
Some features are given in all three prophecies, just as the death and
resurrection of Christ are given in all four gospels. Others are given in only
two, and others are peculiar to one. As might be expected from the position
and training of the prophet who was a statesman and a governor in
Babylon, Daniel’s foreview presents the POLITICAL character and relations
of Romanism. The Apostle Paul’'s foreview, on the other hand, gives
ECCLESIASTICAL character and relations of this power; and John's
prophecies, both in Revelation thirteen and seventeen, present the
COMBINATION OF BOTH, the mutual relations of the Latin Church and the
Roman State. He uses composite figures, one part of which represents the
political aspect of Romanism as a temporal government, and the other its
religious aspect as an ecclesiastical system.
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